Grace:

                The famous psychologist Henry Sidwick talks about free will and explains in psychological terms what every Christian believes God graces us with. This is only important to me because wherever I go in the internet grace is associated with free will.
Certainly in the case of actions in which I have a distinct consciousness of choosing between alternatives of conduct, one of which I conceive as right or reasonable, I find it impossible not to think that I can now choose to do what I so conceive, however strong may be my inclination to act unreasonably, and however uniformly I may have yielded to such inclinations in the past (Methods of Ethics)
.


What I want to do with this topic is to find linkages to discernment. Using grace as a motif

Is like using a blunderbuss. I don’t expect anything from God would allow us to use free will except grace. Grace by figure of speech means permission. In the willful animal that we are this permission has to go through an animal process like the one described by Henry Sidwick (above). Trapped in bad behavior Henry has to remind himself that he could repeat previous bad behavior while choosing logical alternatives. His confidence is that he’ll get it right.

 Boy, does he need grace! Woody Allen couldn’t be more indecisive. If we needed permission for everything we did where would we be? In hell, I hope: Thank God we have a risen savior to give us grace. That seemingly placebo substance that says we’re doing alright. 


In a previous memo called ‘Testing the Spirits’ I found a method of discernment that allowed me to test spirits. Now this is going to get messy. The method of testing whether a thought was good or bad depended on if we can love or be loved in return. In my adoption of grace I explain myself to God as not knowing but willing to choose between the two. The two being good or his good: Love is the discerning Grace that will conquer my imagination. The dumb achievement I have in knowing that none of my machinations have as love at its core.


There are many thoughts both real and imaginary that enamor me or congratulate me for some achievement that I have or have not done. These thoughts give me a warm plus and they seem to make my day pleasant. However their seduction robs me of my reality so in short shrift I have to discard them all for a new reality in Jesus Christ. That reality puts all enamoring thoughts to task.

I will have to ask myself if I can love God (creation) or have God (creation) loved in return. This will certainly put a damper on my revolution and focus me outwardly from my tiny self. Discernment is usually handled adroitly in Eastern mysticism by concentrating your attention around a sound or word. In my Franciscan retreat we are instructed to pray or meditate around a word like ‘father’. Lets see if I can push out the ill spirits by reciting ‘discern whether I can love God(creation)  or have God (creation) love in return’. This should compliment testing the spirit and God is love section of testing the spirit memo. As a mantra this can’t be beat it has that push and pull action of creation that epitomizes our understanding of natures forces ei…yin and yen, or plus and minus. Note, I have not included badness in the test. This just tests the two types of goodness; anything else is no good. I have put this phrase on and index card and will try to utilize it from Saturday till Tuesday of this session. May the grace of God be with me. 
